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Meeting Location 
Westbrook Club House 

14255 SW 6
th

 Street (one block east of SW Murray) 

Beaverton, OR 97005 

In-person meeting Wednesday, Oct. 5, 7:00 PM at the 
Westbrook Club House 

Agenda 

6:30-7:00 Welcome 

7:00-7:15 Club business and Fishing Report 

7:15-8:15 Entertainment – Guest speaker:  John Cox ODFW 

8:15-8:30 Raffle, Door Prize and adjourn 
 

October Speaker 
John Cox  From the Salmon and Trout Enhancement Program (STEP) Oregon Dept. of Fish & 

Wildlife, North Willamette Watershed District: topic will be Regulations and where To fly fish in his District. 

Washington County Fly Fishers 



October 2022 President’s 

Report 

 The first part of my report is going to be an e-mail that I got from the Club representative 

to OCFFI. The Oregon Council, which WCFF is a part of, is making some changes. 

 

Report for WCFF from Oregon Council FFI  
 
Current President OCFFI submitted resignation letter to the Board effective 
immediately.  
 One of the Executive Board Directors resigned due to health issues.  
Emergency Meeting called by Vice President Sara Jo Royalty:  
     Sherry Steele has been appointed as interim President until annual meeting           
     December 14, 2022.  
     Cathy Hamilton was nominated to fill vacant Executive Board position and   
     approved.  
     Cathy also replaced Hal Gordon as the Council Fly Tying Chair. Hal Still Expo   
     Tying Chair.  
     Cathy is a past Oregon Fly Tyer of the Year.  
 
The Oregon Council currently has over 500 members and 15 clubs that the Board is 
serving. The time commitment has become extreme so a proposal to pay the President 
a stipend to be voted on in December.  
 
Volunteers for help with the 2023 NW Fly Tyers and Fishers Expo March 10, 11 2023 
needed.  
     Contact Sheery Steele  
                   steelefly@msn.com  or 541-420-5532  
 
 Nominations openings for the Oregon Council of the FFI needed:  
 
     President  
     Communication  (Newsletter, New web site in Process)  
     Conservation  
     Casting  
     Grants  (Redsigning grant program)  
     Membership-- New membership drive program during the Expo.  

mailto:steelefly@msn.com


     Women Connect National FFI program   
 
WCFF will help where we can, Members Please take note that OCFFI needs people to 
Volunteer. 
 
My second part of my report is also much like the e-mail . WCFF will need a new 
President at the end of the year, and there may be other openings on the board as well. 
Remember this is your Fly Fishing Club and if you like to fly fish. Join the board. 
 
Chuck Cooney WCFF President 
 
 

 

Places to fish and Fish to catch 

 
 

 

Outings Report 

    

Hello WCFF,  
 
The outing for Saturday October 15th will be at Harriet Lake. This is the same outing 
that canceled last month Meeting time will be 9am but always best to get there early to 
get first dibs on the good spots.  The directions are very easy to follow to get there take 
the turn off on Hwy 26. The marker will say Timothy Lake and Harriet Lake. You will 



need to go past Timothy Lake to get to Harriet Lake. The Estacada route is closed 
due to road work. 
Please make sure to pack a lunch and plenty of water.  Sorry I won't be able to attend 
this outing because of my work schedule, but hope to see you all next month. Chuck 
Cooney says he will be there in my place. 
Any questions please feel free to contact me by email or phone. 
530-414-3134 
Thanks Chris 
 

Again there will be a sign up sheet at the Club Meeting Oct 5. 

 

Fly of the Month:  Delaney 
Crayfish 
By Ralph Brooks 
 
Background  

Crayfish patterns are a dime a dozen on the 
internet these days.  Frankly, I am not sure where 
this one came from originally but I am sure I have 
made a few modifications over the years.  I don’t 
fish them a lot but do occasionally get into 
situations where my standard flies aren’t producing.  
So, I am looking for something different.  Or, as 
happened the other day, the few fish I was hooking 
up were belching up crawfish.  “Delaney” is the 
name of a group of three lakes managed for trophy trout by Colorado Parks & Wildlife.  The 
lakes are near Walden, Colorado in the North Park Region at an elevation of about 8,100 feet.  
 
How to Tie   
1) Secure the thread to the hook shank.  At the rear of the shank tie in a bundle of about 12 

Pheasant tail barbs allowing them to extend over the back of the hook slightly than the 
length of the hook.  In securing the antennae wrap the thread a little way around the hook 
bend. (Photo #1) 

Category  Trout 

Hook Wet, 2X long, e.g., 
Dai Riki 730 or 3X 
long DR 700 

Thread Orange, 6/0 

Antennae Ringneck Pheasant 

How fly ‘swims’ in water 

How fly looks in vise 



2) Take a single piece of mini marabou and strip 
off about the lower 1/4 to 1/3 of the feather.  Tie 
the base in at the bend of the hook and then make 
five or six tight wraps, secure and trim the excess.  
Using your fingers pull the feathers towards the rear 
of the fly, then make several wraps of thread over 
the base of the feather barbs to hold them in this 
position.  (Photos #2 & #3) 
3) Take two Pheasant breast feathers, strip the 
barbs off the lower 3/4ths of the feather, clip out 
the tip of the feather to form a “v” and then lightly 
coat the remaining feather with head cement (flex 
cement is best, but either works) and allow it to dry.  
(It actually saves a lot of tying time to prepare these 

feathers ahead of your tying session!)  Once the feathers are dry, tie one feather on either 
side of the hook shank with the lower side of the feather facing out.  The tie in point is same 
as the marabou in Step 2.  (Photos #2 & #4) 

4) Where the claws are tied in, tie in a piece of copper wire that will be ribbing for the body.  
The excess will extend rear of the fly. (Photo #5) 

5) At the same tie in point as Step 5, secure a three to 
four inches long piece of Swiss Straw to the lower side 
of the shank and again with the excess extending to 
the rear of the fly. (Photo #5) 

6) At mid shank and on the upper side, tie in the 
dumbbell eyes using ‘x’ wraps.  A drop of head 
cement or Super Glue will help hold the eyes in 
place. (Photo #6) 

7) Dub the body beginning rear of the eyes.  The 
body should be thickest rear of the eyes and 
gradually taper toward the hook eye.  Leave the 
thread hanging at the hook et (Photo #7) 

8) Grasp the Swiss Straw and pull it forward on the 
lower side of the shank.  Use several wraps of 
thread to secure the straw just behind the hook 
eye.  (Photos #7 & #8) 

9) Wrap the copper ribbing forward over the Swiss Straw 
and dubbing to give the body a segmented 
appearance and secure. 

10) Finish the fly by making several wraps of thread 
behind and in front of the Swiss Straw just behind the 
hook eye and whip finish.  Trim the excess Swiss Straw 
so that about 1/4 if an inch of material remains for a 
fan tail.  Carefully spread the straw for make it fan-like 
and then cement the fan and the whip finished thread. 

tail barbs, natural  

Claws Ringneck Pheasant 
(male) breast 
feathers 

Collar Mini marabou, grizzly 
orange 

Eyes/weight Dumbbell w/green 
eyes 

Ribbing Wire, copper, BR size 

Body Rabbit mixed with 
spikey squirrel, rusty 
orange 

Shellback & Tail Swiss Straw, orange 

#1 

#2 

#3 

#4 



#7 

#8 

#9 

 
Variations 
 While shades of orange are the norm, anyone that 
has observed crayfish in nature knows that it is not 
uncommon to run across specimens in hues of green, blue 
or brown.  So perhaps try and vary the color of the dub 
and/or Swiss Straw.  It is also handy to have differently 
weighted flies.  The eyes can be plastic, bead chain, or 

solid dumbbells.  Eye color can vary as well; reds, greens, 
blues, browns, or black 
 

How to Fish 
Heavily 

weighted flies 
are typically used 
in deeper water 
and require a full sink line (e.g., Type 4-7) to get the 
fly to the bottom.  Remember to keep your leader 
short (3-4 feet).  Bounce the fly off the bottom or give 
it short, quick strips across the bottom.  The fly should 
ride with the bend of the hook up, making the fly 
somewhat weedless.  Lighter flies can be fished on 
clear intermediate lines or even floating lines where 
the water is very shallow.  How the fish bite varies in 
my experience.  Vicious hits are always a potential 
and a lot of fun.  But sometimes while stopped 
between strips or drops, the fish picks up the fly and 
just starts swimming off and you get to wrench on 
them.  And other times you will actually feel the fish 
chomping on the fly.  Using crayfish is pretty fun! 
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South Delaney Lake, Colorado and 

fish caught on a trip in August 2022. 
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