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December 2022 

Meeting Location 
Westbrook Club House 

14255 SW 6
th

 Street (one block east of SW Murray) 

Beaverton, OR 97005 

Next meeting annual Christmas dinner Wednesday, Dec. 
7, 7:00 PM at the Westbrook Club House (Arrive at 6:00 for 

set-up. Dinner at 7. 

 

December President’s 
Report 

 

Washington County Flyfishers 



As we close out the year 2022 I’d like to take a moment to reflect on 

the many adventures and journeys we have taken this fishing season. 

Give you have joined us out on the rivers and lakes to experience a 

once in a lifetime moment. I have made many memories over these 

past few years and have enjoyed being your president.  

January 4, 2023 you will be electing a new president. I truly hope that 

you will be able to support your newly elected president as much as 

you guys have supported me over the years.  

I’m sure that your new WCFF president will have fresh new ideas and 

opportunities for the club. I am looking forward to helping make this a 

smooth transition. 

As my final duty of being your president, we are going to have a 

Christmas dinner. As we have had in the past at the clubhouse. I am 

Looking forward to seeing and tasting the potluck items this year again 

the club will provide the main entrées of Turkey and Ham. 

Please plan on arriving early with potluck items. We will be serving hot 

items at 7pm. The club will be having several door prizes and will be 

auctioning off a fly rod 4Wt.  It will be a great Christmas gift for that fly 

fisherman.  

Thank you again for allowing me to serve as your president from 2009 

through 2022. 

Chuck Cooney 

 

 



 

Outings Report 
 

There are no outings scheduled for December. The photo below 

was taken at the November outing on the Deschutes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Special Section 

Rick Pay, Entertainment Chair, recently fished the McKenzie River. He was kind 

enough to provide us with this account of his day on the river. 

 

A New Experience On The McKensie  

by Rick Pay 

 

The day dawned mostly overcast and chilly as I waited to be picked up by my friend to enjoy a day of 

trout fishing on the McKensie River. He had booked a trip with Clay Holloway for either steelhead on the 

Middle Fork Willamette or Trout on the McKensie, a game day decision. Given our recent weather 

changes and heavy rains, the trip quickly became a half day on the McKensie. While I love to steelhead 

fish, I was not disappointed as I had never fished the middle portion of the McKensie and had only 

fished the lower part of the river twice. 

The nice part of the trip was that we did not need to depart exceptionally early as we were meeting the 

Guide at 10 am in Vida. Traffic was light so we made it to the meeting spot at 9:30 giving us plenty of 

time for coffee and putting on our waders. Clay was a few minutes early so we headed up stream to 

Blue River to put in. Clay provides all of the gear so we didn’t even need to rig up. The river was on the 

low side and had a slight green cast in color, perfect conditions! We were going to fish a dry dropper 

with a chubby up top and a black stone fly with rubber legs as the dropper. We would be fishing one at a 

time due to the technique we were using and agreed to alternate after every fish.  

My friend started fishing and almost immediately hooked a beautiful rainbow that ran and jumped and 

finally came to the net. I then took over and 

again almost immediately hooked a 

nice 16” fish which turned out to be one 

of the two biggest for the day. I turned it 

over to my friend and again he hooked a fish 

quickly. We traded off several times and 

concluded that we were spending more 

time switching off than fishing so we went to 

two fish and then switch. That worked 

much better.  



As we drifted down stream, we were fishing slots between the edges and the current in about four to six 

feet of water, usually only flipping it out 10’ or less from the boat. We would carefully watch the 

dropper and any slight movement or disappearance led to a hook set over the bow of the boat to help 

insure a good hook up. There were times that we missed, but most of the time it was fish on! We did 

catch a few white fish and Clay said there were Bull Trout in the river but we didn’t get any of those. 

Clay shared that spring generally provided the larger fish, but fall was when the numbers seemed better. 

The fish were very healthy, fought hard and were beautifully colored. Most of our fish were in the 8” to 

14” range but we each got a nice 16”. My friend caught his as the last fish of the day which really topped 

off a great trip. 

 

The trip was about 6 river miles and a half day was plenty of time given the numbers of fish that we 

landed. Clay is a terrific guide and gives gentle but very helpful coaching to improve your success. He 

seemed to really know where the fish were holding! While the river area is quite scarred from the fires a 

few years ago, the canyon is still beautiful! Fishing a storied river with good success really provided a 

great way to wrap up a year of fishing. 

 

 

 



 

Fly of the Month:  Silver Admiral ‘SC’ 
By Ralph Brooks 
 
Background  

The Silver Admiral is a steelhead fly 
attributed to Ernest “Polly” Rosborough (1902-
1997) of Chiloquin, Oregon.  Recently the tie was 
used as a means of heightening breast cancer 
awareness.  I must admit I have no clue about the 
derivation of the name of this fly.  The original used 
polar bear hair for the wing and silver ribbing.  I 
decided to tie a smaller, sparsely dressed version 
specifically for searun cutthroat, thus the ‘SC’.  Bright pink flies are always a good bet for searun 
cutthroat and steelhead.  Now residing in the wilds of Wyoming, I am not sure how soon I will 
be able to test this fly but do not let that slow down the rest of you!  And please report back 
your results. 
 
How to Tie 
1) Attach the thread to the hook shank and lay down a thread base from the eye to the back of 

the shank.  Tie in a small bundle of hot pink Schlappen at the front of the hook bend. 
2) Tie in a two-to-three-inch strand of holographic gold tinsel at the butt of the fly. 

3) Dub a thin body front back to front on the 
shank and secure slightly behind the hook eye. 
4) Grasp the tinsel from Step 2 and wrap it 
forward for ribbing, using 4-5 wraps.  On the 
underside of the shank just behind the hook eye, 
tie in a small bundle of hot pink Schlappen or hen 
hackle barbs for a beard.  The barbs should spread 
slightly and be about the length of the shank or 
slightly shorter. 
5) On the top side of the shank just behind 
the hook eye tie in a small bundle of white calf tail 
hair for a wing.  Make the wing about the length 

of the hook or slightly longer. 
6) Form a thread head, whip finish and cement. 
 
Variations 
 Tie some of these on steelhead hooks, maybe sizes 2-8.  For heavy water try adding 
lead-free wire under the body or possibly use a bead or conehead. 
 
How to Fish 

Category  Trout 

Hook Curved nymph hook (e.g., 
Tiemco 200R), size 6-10 

Thread Black, 6/0 

Tail Schlappen or hen hackle, 
hot pink 

Body Coarse, hot pink dubbing 

Beard Schlappen or hen hackle, 
hot pink 

Wing Calf tail, white 



The fly is meant to be fished in moving water.  A 
standard wet fly swing should work fine.  In low or slow 
shallow water use a dry line.  Sink tips may work better in 
deep or fast-moving water. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Washington County Flyfishers 

 
President 

Chuck Cooney 
503-784-5947 

cacjcooney@aol.com 
 

Vice President 
George Wilson 
503-524-3781 

 

Secretary 
Galen Flinn  

503-702-9603 
 

Treasurer 
John Gillingham  

503-646-2492 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Bob Pryor 

503-941-5306 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Outings Chair 
Chris Kisio 

530-414-3134  
 

OR Council IFFF Representative  
Jim Crislip 

503-396-1935 
 

Jim Sandberg, Membership Chair 
503-690-8865  

 
Ron Reinebach, Raffle Chair  

503-896-7956 
 

Rick Pay,  Entertainment Chair 
503-626-7225  

 
Galen Flinn, Website Manager  

503-702-9603 

 
David Wesley, Conservation/Education Chair 

971-226-8211  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


